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Current speech-to-speech translators can be used in limited situations, such as making hot

“If | go to Beijing, ! can check in at the Hilton without any problem," said Carnegie Mellon re
Stephan Vogel, demonstrating a personal digital assistant with a translator program.

He spoke English into the PDA that translated his words into, in this case, Thai.

While Waibel believes PDAs with translator programs could be sold commercially - right no
humanitarian relief workers and for military purposes - within a year or so, the more comple
speech translator will take longer.

The current device isn't perfect.

During Waibel's lecture, the translator erred sometimes transcribing his speech in English.
showed up as "mate," "some" as "sum" and "patent" as "patten."

"We have to improve performance," Waibel said. “it's very, very impoitant for a system to te
wrong. Computers are awful at that."

But he remains hopeful.
"We don't want to be separated by language anymore,” he said. "This vision of the future
ON THE NET

Intemmational Center for Advanced Communication Technologies: http:/fwww.is.cs.cmu.edu,
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