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s Takezawa sat down at a bank of powe
ful computera here’this afternoon ahd/[-:
‘spoke into-a microphone. “Mos};imo-

| Twelve seconds later and half & world |

: ’Watson, :perhaps. But that simple
greetirig'began what researchers:hdre 20

| ton’s ‘being automatically trans]

’overo?mlng language’ barriers. %
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Try to Co Iﬁ"é

| Computer Th ranslator Phones

ns-ate for Babel

'kyoTo, Japan, Jan. 28— 'rosmyfm

shi” he'said. . .

“‘Instantly, the computex‘é whim:d to
‘life, furiously: digesting and analyzitig
‘this ' ‘morsel - :0f. -Japanese: speech,

away, a computer in- Pittsburgh spoke.-
conveying Dr, Takezawa’ '§- message.ln'
"Ehglish:“Hello," it said, in its electron-
Jc'voice.

Not as dramatic as, Beu 8 ﬂrst call to.

descr{be)as the first. ‘public-demonstes:
‘tion of a:?overséas teléphone converll:d

a

from one. language to another. e
R “l‘iny, Tiny Step"”
_call dutomatic interpreting telephohy,

searchers, who _see it ‘as. a‘.ivay, of

Theiday" of being g le to dial’ up
anyone in the world an ' chat freely is
‘probably ‘two decades ar more away.

the end of this-decade; nterpreter telex |
phori¢d will be usedfor: limited applica

S

'JBW]BH WOI(KN/GIRIX‘ ‘LaGuT - HHABBAT- p

Such a capabﬂity, which enginéérs I'j:;'--!
has been a long-sought goal of re-| "

researchers say, But they'thirk that by |

By ANDREW POLLACK
M»m Nw;{mtnm«

L(omf, such as making travel reserva-
tions, .’
3 "'I’oday's experiment is justone tiny,
tiny step,!’ said Kohef Habara, execu-
tiveivice president’ of the Advanced
‘Telecommunications Research Insti-
tute. Intemauonal the Japanese re-
;sedrch:.center: here that conducted the
demonstradon. “But we think histori-
-¢ally it's:a'very importarit one.” °
.:Ag-today’s test showed, the systems
arenow very limited. Any system that
requires 12 seconds to-translate “hel-
lo”: from:-one - language to another
(more. complex utterances could take
seconda or, longer) obviously needs‘

onl!nued on Page C13 Column 1

Rehnquist Salutes
Juéi‘iceMdmball

;,> : In a funeral service at the National
‘Cathedral attended by. President .
“Clinton and many other national lead-
.ers, Justice Thurgood Marshall was
» moumed, and his career celebrated.
Among those delivering - eulogies
ag. Chief Justice William' H.. ‘Rehn-
ar frequent foe of Jusdce Mar-




