The New York Times

Hus_ P}wne Tmmlvm fm‘r People

KYOTO - Toshiyukl Talezawa sat
down at a bank of powerful comput-
ers and spoke into a mlcrophone.
“Moshimosh!.,” he said.

Instantly, the computers whirred to
life furiously digesting and analyr:
Ing this morsel of Japanese speech
About 12 seconds later and half &
world away. s computer in Pitls
burgh spoke wup, conveying Dr
Takezswe's message In  English
“Hello” It said. In 1ts electronic
YOile.

It mi{ght nct be as dramatic a:s

Japan Edition

Alcxandu Grahem Bell's call to Wal.
son, but 1l began what jesearchers
descrlbe »s the flist public demon-
stration of en oveiseas phene con-
versaljon belug sutomatically trans
lated from cne language 1o another

The dey ci belng able 10 dial up
enyene Wn the world and chst (reelv
15 probably two decades pway, Hf not
mole yeceaichers 38y Butthey think
that by the cnd of this decade, 1nter-
preting lelephones wall be in use for
Heatted spphicsyticry suceh as making
travel recervetin s

thh Lots of Ttme
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The * ex;;erimenf is just one. Lny,
ttny step,” said Kolel Habara gfthe
Advanced Telécommunications Re-
search Institute International, the
fesearch centar that conducted the
demonstration. "But we think histog-
ically,it's a very important one.”

As the test showed, the systems sre
now very limited Any svsteu that re-
suires 12 seconds to translate
“hello” obviously needs to be im-
proved. Thal will ceme with time
and faster computers

Hy ANDREW POLLACK



