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Compu df translates

The Associsied Press

TOKYO “Mosh-mashy”
said a Japanese researcher,
speaking into a microphone

Eight seconds laler, a com
puter i Pitlsburgh spit out the
transtation “Hello

Thus did people and comput
ers in Japan, Germany and the
Umited States begin a lians
oceanic chat, the Lirsl mterna
tional test of a system that
transforms spoken words from
one fanguage into anolher with
outl nced of an interpreter

The 3128 mullion computer
has taken seven years (o deve

fop It understgnds about 1,500
words in Japanese, English and
German, saud | researchers al
Kyolo's Advaheed Telecom
municatiords Hesearch
Institute

On Thursday, Japanese re
searchers conversed with col
leapgues at Carpegie Mellon Un
iversily in PHISHRrgh icn with
electronics gmnl\%:r‘nwns Al in
Munich, Geomany

The sentences were first re-
cognized and (ranslated by a
computer into wrillen texdt,
which was senl by modem over
a telephone hine A volee syn
thestzer on the ather end then
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AP photo
A Carnegie Mellon technician uses computet duting test of language translation system
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languages
‘spoke’ the {ranslated words

“H recaognized and translated
all of the conversation ™ said
Shigek:s Sagayama, head of |
speech-processing for Ad
vanced Telecommunications

For the foreseeable fulure,
autamabic translation sysltems
will be hinuted to particular
kinds of conversations since er-
rors increase dramatically as
topics and vocabulary grow

“The system might be used
by car rental agencies or hotels |
for reservations when multibin: !
gual stafl o't available and |
the range of conversation isn't
too broad, " Sagayama sad



