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High-tech
shatters
trilim$ral
barrier
By Byron Spice
Science Edrtor, Post'Gazene

It was the most Perfunc{ory of
conversations. One man asked how to
pet somewtere fmm Station Square'
the other said to take a ta,'«i.

What was remarkable was that one

man sooke English and the other
smte Cerman. Ä;d boh understood
tfre other perfectly. Later, a Japanese

speaker jöined in-and nobody missed

a beat.
fhis conversation YesterdaY

throueh a video hnk between Carne-
Ä"-lfäon UniversiW; Munich-,Gi-
frfrJ-r_n=d-K.v-o@Fa& was the fust
oublü demönstratiön of a sPeech

iranslation sstem. It is being jointi.v

developed bf Carnege Mellon and its

Jaoanöse and German Partners.
'The vocabulary was limited to 5oo

words or so and-the researehers all
took parns to speak clearly and rith
profir grammar. The. conversatton
hevertträess was a milestone in the

sstem's derrelopmenl said Alex Wai-

Uel. a researcher with appointments
at both Carnegie Mellon and the

Univesll:ty of Kafu ruhe*h l&dsruhe'
Germanv.- 

"As tlie world is growing more and

more inüo a $obal village, Ye hav9.3

smGne neä to communicate xrth
ärätr otIer." he said Th€ hope is that
someday'English-sPeaking PeoPle
*itt Ue aUte to-Pick üP a Phone and"

without a bit bf foreign language
lnowledee. talk with someone who

doesn't Enow a bit of English.
That idea is still a bit outmgeous'

piven the limitätions of today's tech'
fiotory, Waibel said. But within five

SEE TANGUAGES, PAGE
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