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Callers
can speak
in tongues

I'ranslating system
tested successfully
Y&‘gw Press

TOKYO — “Moshi-moshi,”
said a Japanese researcher,
speaking into 2 micr

hxght seconds hater, 2 mmpui
er in Pittsburgh gargied the
translation: “Hello."”

Thus did people and comput-
ers in Japan, Germany and the
United States begin 2 trans oce
anic chat Tharsday, the first in-
ternational test of a system that
transforms spoken words from
one language into another with-
out need of an interpreter.

The $128 rmulion computer
has taken seven years to devel
op. It now understands about
1,500 words in Japanese, English
and German, sad researchers at
Kyoto's Advanced Telecommuni
cations Research Institute

On Thursday, Japanese re-
searchers conversed for about 15
minutes with colleagues at {lat
negie Mellon Universily in

igh, with r!cc!mmcs g»
ant Siémens AG in Munich,
Germany,

Melion Universitg)
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The sentencesfwere first rec
ognized and transfafed by a com
puter te wnue text, which
was seat by modém “aver a tele
phone line. A vo symhemrrr
on the other ‘end [hrn ‘spoke”™
the translated wos“ ’

“It was a sucedsS,” said Shi-
geki Sagayama, head of speech-

processing for Advinced Teles?

communications t.recognized |

and !rmslalrd all

ot

sation.” ..
Researchers
ahead of time to alk about an
imaginary confererjcé, and likely
phrases had begn pre pro-
gzammtd into the computer,
such as “This is !he conference

¢ . ot

ngm;oom;xnw -sclence professof at Camegie
1 Piltsburgh, looks over a demonstration of the
Thursday at the university

{‘the conver: :rl mon rxp[r%ugms That’s glite a
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office. May 1 help you?' and "I'd
tike to apply to attend the confer
ence.”

For the foreseeable future,
Sagayama said. automatic trans-
lation systems will be limited to
palluuhr kinds of conversations
singe, etrpr tgcaasc ’tinmim:al
Iy aitnpm nd vocabal:

“For a gubject like tl’u.s we
can translate-3bout 90% of com-
int he said ™’
by" C;r rental agencies or hotels
for iteservations when multilin-
gual staff isn't ava’hbkr and the
range ul cvnvn‘:ahcm isn( too
hroad bc smd , - wer
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